
Hanneke Schroten
James Johnsonstraat 100
3543GD Utrecht
email: j.j.schroten@students.uu.nl
phone: 0636043896

May 2022

Supervision statement

To Whom it May Concern,

I was asked by Álvaro to write a letter about his (co)supervision of my bachelor thesis, written
between February and June 2021, with which I concluded my joined Mathematics and Physics
bachelor.

Álvaro is very enthousiastic about mathematics and teaching it, as I already knew from the
course “Topologie en Meetkunde” I followed in 2020, and this was a big part of the reason I asked
him to cosupervise my bachelor thesis, which he was happy to do. I really enjoyed learning from
him and he is very involved with his students. During my thesis project we met almost every
week for at least an hour, in which he mostly explained new concepts to me in a minilecture. Later
in the project our meetings became more discussion-like (and towards the end of the project we
talked more about the logistics of the project itself). I felt very priviliged that we spent so much
time one-on-one, but I imagine it must have taken up a lot of his time too. Our meetings could
have been shorter, were I directed to the right section of books and just asked questions later, but
I sometimes struggled to keep up with his pace. In his infectious enthousiasm, Álvaro is also very
demanding. As a bachelor student it is hard to not live up to his expectations (which may have
been wishes rather than expectations from his point of view) and express that the amount of work
he asks or wants you to do is too much (a fellow student of mine was clearly overworked by not
speaking up about this). I do not think Álvaro was fully aware of this at the time, but I talked to
him after my project was finished and he was open to this feedback, so I expect him to be more
aware of this since then.

Álavaro has also worked together well with my other (co)supervisor, Thomas Grimm, from the
Physics department. We had a few meetings together and although they work on different fields,
it was a privilige to see “Science in Action” on a few occasions where they discussed the concepts
on the overlap of those fields and learned from each other’s view. They were very quick with their
joined feedback on my thesis, which was very helpful and contained both praise and constructive
criticism to take into account for my future projects.

I believe Álvaro will (or already has) improve(d) on managing how much time he spends on one
project (although students should speak up about that too), encouraging students to work or read
on their own where that is just as good as a minilecture from him, while not losing his involvement
with projects which is very much appreciated and valuable. I also believe he will become more
aware of the pressure he puts on his students (particularly those who feel too inferior to speak up)
and how much pressure is good for them (and be wary not to push too far).

Overall, I was very happy to have had Álvaro as a (co)supervisor that was very involved and
approachable, who kept me motivated and enthousiastic about the project and encouraged me to
do my very best.

I hope to have clearified Álvaro’s abilities as a thesis supervisor sufficiently. Should you have any
more questions, feel free to reach out to me.

Sincerely,

Hanneke Schroten
Student Mathematical Sciences at Utrecht University


